
From:                                                       Will Hutchens <Will_Hutchens@co.columbia.wa.us>
Sent:                                                         Tuesday, October 8, 2024 10:57 AM
To:                                                            Holmes, Stuart
Cc:                                                             Cathy Abel
Subject:                                                   FPCA registrations
Attachments:                                         Voter Registration & Absentee Ballot Request Form (FPCA) ‐ Completed by Bikila Sakalo.pdf
 
Hi Stuart,
 
Sorry to bother you‐‐feel free to forward this to someone else at OSOS. 
 
Columbia County keeps receiving FPCAs in our email from the Center for US Voters Abroad Turnout Project that are
taking up more staff time than they should. A couple of them have been from legitimate Columbia County voters, but
most are not. A few have provided King County addresses (with incorrect county and zip codes). Several have provided
Washington, D.C., addresses, but for some reason, selected Columbia County, Washington, as their voting jurisdiction.
In the cases where we have found a legitimate out‐of‐county address, we forward the application to the proper
jurisdiction, assuming we can figure out what that is.
 
In addition, we have received some applications that look pretty suspect to me (see attached example). They do not
provide any legitimate US addresses and even the countries are inconsistent. That said, they attest to be US
citizens. (The Turnout Project will not let potential Washington state voters provide ID, because it is not required for
registration. I tested their website.)
 
I am concerned that the goal of some of these may be attempts to get non‐citizens on the voter rolls to demonstrate that
the system can be manipulated. I know there are several checks that would prevent them from ever voting, but
perception is often more powerful than reality.
 
I have a couple questions:

1. What is our responsibility with regards to registration applications we receive through this channel when they give
an address outside Columbia County?

2. What is our responsibility with applications like the one attached, which do not give any indication they have
residence anywhere in the US and have no apparent ties to Columbia County? 

3. What are we supposed to do if this person had included a legitimate County address, even if they had never set
foot here? 

The applicant sent a follow‐up email today asking if we received his application. I'm going to wait until I hear from
someone from OSOS before I respond.
 
Thanks,
Will
 
 
Will Hutchens
Columbia County Auditor
509-382-4541 (office)
509-730-6679 (cell)

 




